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" Coastar. CONSERVATION A SSOCIATION
VIRGINIA TIDEWATER CHAPTER

Ms. Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
NMFS Office Of Sustainable Fisheties

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Sunday, August 17, 2003

Dear Ms. Lange,

The 850 members of the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA), Virginja's-
Tidewater Chapter are against removing the moratorium on the harvest of Atlantic
Striped Bass in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). '

A unanimous vote against opening the FEZ to Atlantic Striped Bass fishing was taken
during our August meeting and I was asked to send you this letter. 1 am sure you
know the CCA's position that the EEZ should not be opened unless it can be
determined that such action would not disrupt management of striped bass by the
states. We include 850 fishermen and women who would benefit by the opening, but
are apainst it because of the fiture damage it will do to the Striped Bass stocks.

Thank you for taking time to read our letter.

Sincerely,

Yoy v/

Kenneth W McNelly

President CCA, VA Tidewates Chapter
648 Robens Road

Virginia Beach VA 23452-3729
Phone (757) 3404338

Fax (757) 481-6910
kennymiuc@eox.net
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- Anne Lange, Chief ' : September 2003
State-Federat Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenies
Natiopal Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Fast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms Lange:

I support the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) position stating that until the
Naticnal Marinc Fisheries Service (NMES) can demonstrate that opening the Exclusive
Feonomic Zone (EEZ) to any kind of siriped bass fishing will not disrupt management of
striped bass in any state, itis precluded from doing so. Any effort to open the EEZ

will face the dubious legal task of reconciling a maze of federal and state management
plens. Opening the EEZ simply cannot be accomplished without a detrimental impact on
the resource and all of the state mcasures protecting that resource. The meshing of
faderal and state consexvation regimes is very complicated.

Please remember that during a similar atternpt to open the EEZ in 1995, CCA argued that
under the Adantic Stiped Bass Conservation Act, NMES could not open the EEZ unless
it could determine that such action would not disrupt management of striped bass by the
states. NMFS ultimately agreed with CCA’s position and the EEZ remained closed. Since
the legal requircraents of the Act have not changed, I believe that the EEZ should
remsin closed despite an ASMFC vote earlier this year.

Sincerely
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. Anme Lange, Chief September 2003
State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheiies
National Marine Fisheries Service

LT i

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317 RS I Y. SEP- 23 2003 i
Silver Spring, MD 20910 - - | o
Dear Ms Lange:

I support the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) position stating that until the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) can demonstrate that opening the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) to any kind of striped bass fishing will not disrupt management of
striped bass in any state, it is precluded from doing so. Any effort to open the EEZ

will face the dubious legal task of reconciling a maze of federal and state management
plans. Opening the EEZ simply canmnot be accomplished without a detrimental impact on
the resource and all of the state measures protecting that resource. The meshing of
federal and state conservation regimes is very complicated.

Please remember that during & similar attempt 1o open the EEZ in 1995, CCA argued that
under the Adantic Striped Bass Conservation Act, NMFS could not open the EEZ unless

it could determine that such action would not disrupt management of striped bass by the
states. NMFS ultimately agreed with CCA’s position and the EEZ remained closed. Since
the legal requirements of the Act have not changed, I believe that the EEZ should
remain closed despite an ASMFC vote earlier this year. :

Sincerely
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- Anne Lange, Chief September 2003
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National Marine Fisheries Service SR T
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317 ‘s SFp 25 -
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Dear Ms Lange:

I support the Coastal Conserva ;on Association (CCA) position stating that until the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) can demonstrate that opening the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) to any kind of striped bass fishing will not disrupt managemet of -
striped bass in any state, it is precluded from doing so. Any effort to open the EEZ

will face the dubious legal tsskrof reconciling-a maze of federal and state manageinent
plans. Opening the EEZ simply cannot be accomplished without a detrimental impact on
the resource and all of the state measures protecting that resource. The meshing of

federal and state conservation regimes 1§ very complicated. ‘

Please remember that during a similar attempt to open the EEZ in 1995, CCA argued that
under the Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act, NMFS could not open the EEZ unless
it could determine that such action would not distupt management of striped bass by the
states. NMES ultimately agreed with CCA’s position and the EEZ remained closed. Since
the legal requirements of the Act have not changed, I believe that the EEZ should
yemain closed despite an ASMFC vote earlier this year. _

e
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State-Federal Fisheries Division ‘ ‘ S
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Dear Ms Lange:

I support the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) position stating that until the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) can demonstrate that opening the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) to any kind of striped bass fishing will not disrupt management of
striped bass in any state, it is precluded from doing so-. Any effort to open the EEZ,

will face the dubious legal task of reconciling a maze of federal and state management
plans. Opening the EEZ simply cannot be accomplished without a detrimental impact on
the resource and all of the state raeasures protecting that resource. The meshing of
federal and state conservation regimes is very complicated.

Please remenber that during 2 similar attempt to open the EEZ in 1995, CCA argued that
under the Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act, NMFS could not open the EEZ unless
it could determine that such action would niot disrupt management of striped bass by the
states. NMES ultimately agreed with CCA’s position and the EEZ remained closed. Since
the legal requirements of the Act have not changed, I believe that the EEZ should
remain closed despite an ASMFC vote earlier this year.

Sincerely

Aeriria DL
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- Anne Lange, Chief ' September 2003
State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, ML 20910

Dear Ms Lange:

[ suppost the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) position stating that unul the i
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) can demonstrate that opening the Exclusive |
Economic Zone (EEZ) to any kind of striped bass fishing will not distupt management of 1
striped bags in any state, it is precluded from doing so. Any effort to open the EEZ |
will face the dubjous legal task of reconciling a maze of federal and state management |
plans. Opening the EEZ simply cannot be accomplished without 2 detrimental impact on |
the resource and all of the state mmeasures protecting that resource. The meshing of |
faderal 4nd state conservation regimes is very complicated.

Please remenber that during & similar attempt to 0pen the EEZ in 1995, CCA argued that
under the Atlantic Striped Rags Consetrvaiion Act, NMFS could not open the EEZ unless
+ could determine that such action would not disrupt management of striped bass by the
states. NMFS ultimately agreed with CCA’s position and the EEZ remained closed. Since
the legal requircrnents of the Act have not changed, I believe that the EEZ should

remain closed despite an ASMFC vote earlier this year.
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